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Port in NLEPôs North Louisiana Region 

The four ports within the 14-parish region of North Louisiana act as crowning jewels in a 
sophisticated intermodal transportation system. The Greater Ouachita Parish Port, the Nat-
chitoches Parish Port, the Port of Red River Parish, and The Port of Shreveport-Bossier are 
inland waterway ports connected to one of the largest port systems in the world, providing 
deep water access to markets across the globe. Each port offers railway and interstate high-
way access, creating a cost competitive advantage for clients..  (See page 3) 

Economic Impact of Haynesville Shale 

T he economic impact of the Haynesville Shale on North 
Louisiana and the State of Louisiana is astounding. A recent 
study, prepared by economist Dr. Loren Scott, predicts Haynes-
ville Shale activities will ramp up in 2010. The study, entitled 
Economic Impact of the Haynesville Shale on the Louisiana 
Economy, projects in this year alone nearly $17 billion in sales 
for Haynesville Shale operators, $4.3 billion in household earn-
ings for residents and 111,329 jobs created in 2010. The State 
of Louisiana is projected to receive $304 million in tax revenue, 
and local governments are projected to receive nearly $233 
million in taxes from Haynesville Shale activity. (see page 4)  

M ansfield and Desoto 

Parish celebrated a win for 

their community with the 

acquisition of Hendrix Manu-

facturing Ltd in Mansfield 

by Australian based CQMS 

Razer. CQMS Razer, a privately owned company with Macquarie Capital as an equity part-

ner, specializes in the design and manufacture of drag line buckets used in open cut coal 

mining. The company  will retain 84 jobs and plans to invest substantial funds into the mod-

ernization of the Desoto parish facility over the coming years, creating additional new jobs 

over the next 10 years. The negotiations were facilitated by NLEP. ( See CQMS on page 2) 

Region Celebrates Recruitment of CQMS Razer 

http://www.ouachitaterminals.com/index.htm
http://www.natchitochesparishport.com/
http://www.natchitochesparishport.com/
http://www.redriverwaterway.com/industry/ports-redriver.aspx
http://www.portsb.com/


(continued from page 1) 

άCQMS Razer is very pleased to acquire Hendrix Manufacturing, because it provides us with a manufacturing site outside of 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ άƭƻŎŀƭέ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ /va{ wŀȊŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
American Free Trade Agreement region. This move further establishes CQMS Razer as an international supplier of consumable 
high-wear parts to the mining industry, thus increasing the potential for job growth both in Louisiana and in Australia where our 
company is headquartered. This is not a zero-sum gain, but a win-ǿƛƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aŀȄ ±ƻƛƎǘΣ /va{ wŀȊŜǊ 
Castings General Manager.  
 
A open house to welcome CQMS Razer included speakers: Mayor Curtis McCoy, City of Mansfield;  Dewayne Mitchell, Desoto 
Police Jury President; State Representative Richard Burford; Max Voigt, CQMS Razer Casting General Manager; Kyle McDonald, 
Incoming NLEP Board Chair; and Larry Collins, Louisiana Economic Development International Services Director. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ /ǳǊǘƛǎ aŎ/ƻȅ ǘƻƭŘ /va{ wŀȊŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀȅƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ 
Shale.  We plan to have a very good working relationship with CQMS Razer and stand ready to do all that we can to make their 
move here pleasant. Mansfield is moving.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ 
be getting two motels, and other businesses are locating here.  The City Council and I work well together, our department 
ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 
North Louisiana Economic Partnership, a regional economic development organization promoting a 14-parish region in North 
Louisiana, helped facilitate the negotiations between CQMS Razer and Hendrix Manufacturing and other state and local part-
ners. Ironically, the president of Hendrix heard about NLEP through media coverage of its merger and contacted NLEP President 
Kurt Foreman for assistance. 
  
άIŜƴŘǊƛȄ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ /va{ 
Razer. The Hendrix leadership shared the same view we had, which was to try to find a solution that would keep good paying 
jobs in Mansfield and North Louisiana. This is a perfect case where our role as a facilitator and connector can make it easier for 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦέ ǎŀƛŘ CƻǊŜƳŀƴΦ   
   
CQMS Razer will be working closely with several key Louisiana agencies on business incentives and to fast track the revitaliza-
tion of the facility with an emphasis on employee training and facility improvements. 
  
άLƴ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /va{ wŀȊŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ our 

ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƻǊŜǘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘo 

aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ 

I f you missed the first joint NLEP Annual Meeting, "Partnering for Suc-
cess," you missed a jam packed event honoring NLEP's founding fathers and 
outgoing leadership. Nearly 90 attendees came to the May 6th meeting in 
Minden to elect new board members and to hear Dean Whittaker, a vision-
ary in the field of economic development. The inaugural meeting also featured 
a video presentation, entitled North Louisiana: the Faces of Economic Develop-
ment.    
 
Our sincerest gratitude to NLEP's founding fathers: James Davison, Randy Ew-
ing, Elton Kennedy, James Moore, and Glen Post. Special thanks go to Todd 

Perry and Stacey Goff for their relentless work during NLEP's interim period.    
 

Congratulations to the newly elected committee board members. With NLEDC, we have Conchita Doyle, Drake Mills, Nancy Saw-
yer, Joe Holyfield, Mark Brown, and Isaac White. Representing NLEDF are John Freeman, James Sims, Reggie Roe, John Turner, Jr., 
Eric Barkley, Bill Altimus, John Buske, David Smith, Don Horton, Woody Wilson, Sonny Moss, Wayne Brown, William Lunn, and 
Leland Horton. Special thanks to our event sponsors: Entergy and JP Morgan Chase. 
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Ports in NLEP North Louisiana Region όŎƻƴΩǘύ  
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The Greater Ouachita Port is located on the Ouachita River in West Monroe, 
Louisiana.  The Greater Ouachita Port provides water access to the Missis-
sippi River via the Black, Red, and Old Rivers. It is located in a partially devel-
oped industrialized area along the river, with available greenfields to the 
south. The Greater Ouachita Port is the only port within a 150 mile radius 
that provides containerized shipment/storage.  As an intermodal facility with 
barge, interstate access and rail, the Port is serviced directly by the Kansas 
City Southern Railway.   Union Pacific and Delta Southern also serve the area.  

Recently, the Port received a $1.2 million federal grant to improve rail service.  I-нл ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜŀǎǘπǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊǊƛπ
dor, connecting to Shreveport and Dallas/Fort Worth to the west and Jackson and Atlanta to the east.   US Hwy 165 
acts as a north-ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ¦{ срΣ Lπол ŀƴŘ LπплΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƴƻǊǘƘπǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ Lπрр 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ LπнлΦ  
 
The Natchitoches Parish Port began operation in 1996 and has grown steadily, 
making it one of the most important shallow draft port on the inland waterway 
system. Situated on the Red River, this multi-modal port is served by rail, I-49 
and numerous highways, including LA Hwy 6, LA Hwy 486, LA Hwy 1, U.S. Hwy 
71 and U.S. Hwy 84. The Port offers a rail spur to the Kansas City Southern rail-
road, which is the main railroad between Shreveport and New Orleans. The 
port site consists of almost 700 acres and is located in Pool 3 at river mile 152.2 
όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ wƛǾŜǊ [ƻŎƪύΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘΩǎ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
are a 60,000 square foot transit shed with rail, barge and truck access (including a 12,000 square foot river dock), a 
320 foot general cargo dock and a wood chip handling/barge loadout facility.  
 

The Port of Red River Parish is the newest port on the Red River Waterway 
system. The fifty-acre site is located in Pool 4 at river mile 173.3, a half mile 
east of LA Highway 1 at Hanna, Louisiana.  Facilities include an office, a 9,000 
square foot general cargo dock, a 30,000 square foot aggregate-surfaced stor-
age area, a fly ash barge loading facility and two sets of truck scales with indi-
vidual scale houses.  In addition, the Port owns a material handler (trackhoe).  
The Port of Red River Parish offers convenient access to Union Pacific Railroad, 
I- 49 and numerous highways, including LA Hwy 1, U.S. Hwy 84 and U.S. Hwy 

71. Because of its strategic location, the Port of Red River Parish has become an important point of delivery for mate-
rials used in the exploration and production of gas from the Haynesville Shale. 
 
The Port of Shreveport/Bossier ƛǎ ŀ άǎƳŀǊǘέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŜȄŎŜǇπ
tionally well for business relocation, expansion and startup. It is one of the 
Ƴƻǎǘ άŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜέ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ǇƻǊǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊΣ 
just south of Shreveport-Bossier.  The Port offers a robust, international distri-
bution network, providing barge, rail, air transport and motor freight service 
via 4-lane highways, the Inner Loop and major interstates including: I-20, I-49 
and the future I-69 corridor.  The Port encompasses more than 2,300+ acres of 
prime industrial real estate with development- ready greenfield sites offering 
utilities.  As one of the fastest growing inland ports in the nation, The Port is known for its ease of doing business and 
ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ¢ƘŜ tƻǊǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ сллΩ 
general cargo dock with cranes, a roll on/roll off ramp, a 90,000 SF warehouse with an additional 100,000 SF ware-
house under construction and a comprehensive rail network with switching to the Union Pacific main line. 


